
Northeastern University 
College Of Arts, Media, And Design

APPLICATION FOR HONORS IN THE DISCIPLINE: PART 2
parts 1 & 3 on front page

Title: Captivating & Informative Design of Enivronmental Research Reports for Policymakers & the Public

Synopsis: This project stemmed from my idea of merging my two passions, Graphic Design and Environmental 
Science. Graphic Design can be very influential when applied to other disciplines. Service design, information 
design, and graphic simplification are used everywhere in daily life to help people understand information or 
material in an even more informative way.

Description: This project stemmed from my idea 
of merging my two passions, Graphic Design and 
Environmental Science. Graphic Design can be very 
influential when applied to other disciplines. Service 
design, information design, and graphic simplification 
are used everywhere in daily life to help people 
understand information or material in an even more 
informative way. Currently, our country (and our 
world) is undergoing a Climate Crisis. There is a vast 
amount of perplexing information revolving around 
these current events. The Environmental Movement 
is very complicated, but it is and will deeply affect life 
as we know it currently. Research and legislation (on 
the local and national level) will enact major changes 
for the current situation. However, research papers 
and legislation proposals are often difficult to read 
and their appearance is uninviting to the audience. 
Policymakers and the general public have a hard 
time interpreting the information because the layouts 
of these heavily scientific, fact-based reports are 
dense and incomprehensible.

In researching my original idea of transforming 
poorly printed legislation to help readers, I found 
a section labeled,“easy-to-read pdfs” on Boston’s 
State Government website.1 They are actually not 
easy to read nor are they inviting or appealing to any 
audience. The City of Salem, Massachusetts focuses 

on making sure its citizens are well informed about 
new research and the corresponding legislation 
However, their communication of a constant barrage 
of black-and-white emails doesn’t get their messages 
across.2 (I know this from personal experience). Thus, 
this shows there is a need for important research and 
legislation to be designed for the policymakers and the 
general public to easily identify and understand the 
information.

After identifying this need, I found an example of 
another country putting this very idea to practice. 
North Holland’s government manual (on how the 
current infrastructure of their transportation system 
was going to be reused for better efficiency) was 
made by two New York City-based graphic designers. 
They created an easy to digest manual with their 
audience, the policymakers, in mind in regards to 
tone/design choices, as well as their creation of a 
simple information system.3

At this point I reached out to Dr. Faber of the NEU 
Sociology Department. He is also the director of 
the Northeastern Environmental Justice Research 
Collaborative (NEJRC). Having previously taken 
his Environment and Society class, I thought his 
insight on where I could go with my idea to present 
environmental legislation in an easy-to read form 
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would be useful. Dr. Faber is currently working on 
two research projects that will be distributed to 
local and state legislators and he found my idea to 
be useful for the final products of his reports.

My project will be designing the final layout of the 
report, “Eroding American Democracy and the 
Environment: The Growing Power of the Polluter-
Industrial Complex”. This research, completed 
by NEJRC, is to be distributed to hundreds of 
environmental organizations (with over a million 
members) through Coming Clean Inc. The second 
report, “Unequal Exposure to Ecological Hazards: 
Environmental Injustices in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts” will have its executive summary 
designed. The executive summary will be distributed 
through NEJRC to the Massachusetts legislature by 
non-profits around the state. In the past, Dr. Faber’s 
research was instrumental in the state adoption of 
an environmental justice policy, as well as Governor 
Patrick’s Executive Order on Environmental Justice.  
A similar report in 2005 made national news (CBS, 
PBS), and received extensive media coverage in the 
state, and prompted a Boston Globe editorial.  Dr. 
Faber anticipates that this report will have a similar 
impact.

Creating the layout for the entirety of one report and 
the executive summary of the other will show the 
need for different types of legislation to have their own 
specific design. I will take the time to research how 
each report could be presented for readers to better 
comprehend the material. The information in “Eroding 
American Democracy and the Environment” needs 
to be in a captivating layout which brings the reader 
into the research. For example, having graphics which 
accurately portray the hundreds of millions of dollars 
that the oil and gas industry has spent on funding 
anti-environmental candidates in state-wide and 
federal elections will be quite illuminating. 

The “Unequal Exposure” report and executive 
summary is centered around new data which 
demonstrates the ecologically hazardous waste 

sites and polluting industrial facilities are 
disproportionately located in communities of color 
and low-income communities in Massachusetts. 
Again, it is important to present this date in an easily 
accessible manner for policy-makers and the general 
public, especially with graphics and comparisons. I 
will design the layout and overall appearance of these 
two research projects and thus create valuable reports 
that will receive wide attention.
_____________
1 Appendix A 
2 Appendix B 
3 Appendix C

Timeline: Spring Semester 2016
Weeks 1-3	 Receive drafts of each research report
		  from Daniel Faber. Research 
		  information design, and how reports/
		  legislature have been presented in the 
		  past (good and bad design)
Weeks 4-6	 Create at least three different ideas for 
		  each report’s design tone. Present 
		  options to Daniel Faber and 
		  Ann McDonald
Weeks 7-10	 Finalize direction of design, receive 
		  final copy of research reports and 
		  design the layout of the first report 
		  and the executive summary for the 
		  second research project. 
Weeks 11-12	 Final edits, and then have the reports 
		  published and presented.

Deliverables: 
-  “Eroding American Democracy and the 
   Environment” designed, published and distributed

- “Unequal Exposure” 
  designed, published and distributed

- There will also be an pdf version of each to 
  be used online. 
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Appendix A 
Source: http://www.cityofboston.gov/newbostonians/publications.asp
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Appendix B 
Source: http://www.salem.com/home/news/salem-develop-annual-cdbg-action-plan
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Appendix C
Source: http://www.fastcodesign.com/3047547/why-cant-the-us-governments-graphic-design-be-this-	
             beautiful#6


